
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S3023 April 25, 2013 
Every vote counts. And every voter 

has not only a right but also a respon-
sibility to take an active role in our 
electoral process. 

I tell young people all the time that 
you cannot just sit on the sidelines— 
you have to get in the game and get ac-
tive, especially when it is the future of 
America that is at stake. Democracy is 
not a spectator sport. 

When I served as Secretary of State 
in West Virginia, from 2000 to 2004, one 
of my top priorities was to educate our 
young people about the electoral proc-
ess and encourage them to get in-
volved. That was the purpose of the 
Sharing History and Reaching Every 
Student Program, also known as the 
SHARES program. 

I am proud to say that before I left 
the office of Secretary of State, we had 
registered 42,000 high school students 
to vote. And, of course, those efforts 
have continued for the past dozen years 
since the SHARES program began, but 
nowhere more successfully than at 
Meadow Bridge High School. 

It would be remarkable enough if 100 
percent of any high school senior class 
was registered to vote. But to accom-
plish that 12 years in a row is truly ex-
traordinary—not just a testament to 
the dedication of the school’s staff but 
also a reflection of the students’ com-
mitment to their community and civic 
responsibility. 

In fact, Principal Al Martine reports 
that the students themselves now take 
on the challenge of reaching the 100 
percent registration mark. It’s a mat-
ter of pride and patriotism. 

The right to vote is so precious be-
cause it is the right by which all our 
other rights are protected. So by get-
ting our young adults involved, we are 
preparing them to be active and pas-
sionate defenders of our rights as 
Americans. 

This is not a Democrat or Republican 
issue, but one that all Americans can 
and should embrace, the way the stu-
dents, faculty and staff at Meadow 
Bridge High School have done. And I 
congratulate them on the example they 
have set for high school seniors every-
where.∑ 
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REMEMBERING ROBERT EARL 
HOLDING 

∑ Mr. RISCH. Madam President, my 
colleague, Senator MIKE CRAPO joins 
me today in recognizing the extraor-
dinary life of Robert Earl Holding. 

Idaho has lost a great visionary with 
his recent passing. As an entrepreneur, 
he saw potential in many businesses, 
including the Idaho resort Sun Valley. 

Earl Holding came from modest 
means. It is well-documented how he 
started his business empire with the 
purchase of a motel called Little Amer-
ica in Green River, WY. He expanded 
the chain and added gas and oil busi-
nesses that operate in the western 
United States. 

Earl purchased the Sun Valley Re-
sort in 1977 and he had a long-term vi-

sion for the resort that was business as 
well as a labor of love. 

Restoring Sun Valley Resort to its 
glory days took great attention to de-
tail and substantial investment. He 
built ski lodges with stunning views, 
added high-speed quad lifts and state- 
of-the-art snowmaking equipment. Earl 
worked to create a superb skiing expe-
rience that brought Idahoans and out 
of staters to its slopes to an extent 
that wasn’t possible in the past. His 
focus on excellence resulted in Sun 
Valley being regularly ranked as a top 
snow skiing destination. 

His transformation of Sun Valley, 
coupled with his involvement in the 
2002 Winter Olympics and the hosting 
of the 2009 International Special Olym-
pics at the Sun Valley Nordic Center, 
led to his induction into the U.S. Ski 
and Snowboard Hall of Fame in 2011. 

Earl renovated the Sun Valley Lodge 
more than once and upgraded the re-
sort’s golf course. He made Sun Valley 
into a year-round resort that allowed 
area businesses to expand and create 
new jobs. Local governments and resi-
dents have greatly appreciated his vi-
sion and long-term commitment to the 
resort. 

Sun Valley is a special place to my 
wife, Vicki, and me. Our whole family 
has spent numerous nights in the Sun 
Valley Lodge—a tradition we continue 
to this day. It was always a pleasure to 
run into Earl and his wife, Carol and 
sit and talk in such a beautiful place. 
They were very gracious and it was al-
ways an enjoyable time with them. 

We cannot forget in every step of the 
way, he had a wonderful partner in 
Carol. They were a great team and for 
every story of Earl waiting tables, 
there is a story of Carol cleaning 
rooms. For 64 years, they were partners 
in every sense of the word. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with Carol 
and their three children during this 
time. 

Earl Holding was a devoted husband 
and father and an accomplished busi-
nessman. He had integrity in his busi-
ness dealings and was loyal to his em-
ployees. He valued his customers and 
he was generous in many ways. 

Idaho and America has had a great 
man pass from our midst, but we are 
all better off because of his presence.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO FREDRICK MAYER 

∑ Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Madam Presi-
dent, I would like to speak today about 
a remarkable constituent of mine, Mr. 
Fredrick Mayer. His story is one of 
truly incredible bravery, and Mr. 
Mayer is one of the great unsung he-
roes of World War II. His selfless patri-
otism and unique service to the United 
States merit our recognition. 

Born to a Jewish family in Germany, 
Mr. Mayer was forced to flee the rise of 
nazism in his home country, and as a 
young man he immigrated to the 
United States with his family. After 
the attack on Pearl Harbor, Mr. Mayer 
enlisted in the U.S. Army. There, his 

talents were quickly recognized, and 
Mr. Mayer was soon recruited into the 
Office of Strategic Services, OSS—a 
predecessor to the CIA. Once in the 
OSS, Mr. Mayer was presented with an 
unimaginably dangerous mission—to 
be clandestinely sent back into Nazi 
territory to collect critical military in-
telligence from behind enemy lines. 

Mr. Mayer accepted his mission with 
full knowledge that as a Jewish-Amer-
ican spy, he would almost surely be 
killed if he was captured. Having es-
caped Nazi Germany only years earlier, 
he also accepted this mission with a 
unique appreciation for the injustices 
that were being done by Nazi forces 
and with a deep sense of duty to help 
his new home country—the United 
States—put an end to those injustices. 

What happened next is perhaps best 
told in the words of Mr. Mayer’s com-
manding officer in a May 31, 1945, writ-
ten assessment of Mr. Mayer’s perform-
ance: 

Technical Sergeant Mayer parachuted into 
enemy occupied territory and remained 
there for three months, gathering secret in-
telligence and rallying Austrian resistance 
elements. During this period Technical Ser-
geant Mayer exhibited not only the highest 
degree of courage under constant risk of his 
life, but remarkable qualities of leadership 
and organization which made it possible for 
him to contact and win the support of anti- 
Nazi elements of all classes and walks of life, 
and eventually to arrange the surrender of 
Innsbruck to American troops. 

Ultimately, Mr. Mayer spent nearly 3 
months living behind enemy lines, 
often wearing a German officer’s uni-
form and using forged papers to move 
openly without capture. In that guise, 
Mr. Mayer covertly organized a net-
work of anti-Nazi Austrians and clan-
destinely collected vital intelligence 
that was then relayed by his radio op-
erator to OSS headquarters in Italy. 
According to now unclassified docu-
ments, Mr. Mayer collected and re-
layed information on a wide array of 
critical subjects—important Nazi war 
factories, schedules relating to the 
movement of Nazi troops and material 
to and from the battlefront, the status 
of Nazi defenses at key tunnels, 
bridges, and highway bottlenecks, and 
the whereabouts of Mussolini, 
Daladier, and Hitler. 

In one case, intelligence gathered by 
Mr. Mayer about the assembly and 
schedules of 26 military trains that 
were being sent to the Italian front led 
to the trains’ destruction and blocked 
the Brenner Pass completely until well 
after the war ended. 

After months of successful oper-
ations, Mr. Mayer was betrayed by one 
of his contacts. He was then arrested 
by the Gestapo and brutally tortured 
while in captivity. Nevertheless, 
throughout the harsh interrogations, 
Mr. Mayer refused to give up the loca-
tion of his radio operator. 

As a prisoner, Mr. Mayer was able to 
use his language skills and quick 
thinking to convince his captors to 
grant him a meeting with senior Nazi 
officers, and as American troops ap-
proached, he helped persuade the Nazi 
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commanders to surrender Innsbruck— 
likely preventing a final battle with 
U.S. forces that would have resulted in 
even greater casualties. 

In the end, Mr. Mayer led what is 
now regarded as one of the most suc-
cessful OSS covert operations of World 
War II—Operation GREENUP. His 
bravery, remarkable in any context, is 
even more noteworthy given his will-
ingness to selflessly return to enemy 
territory, not far from the childhood 
home he was forced to flee. He did this 
to help win the war, and he did this in 
service to the United States. 

Mr. Mayer is now 92 years old and 
lives in Charles Town, WV. He is a very 
humble man who does not brag about 
his wartime accomplishments. Thank-
fully, that deep humility does not 
mean that his amazing story has been 
lost, and I am honored to recognize 
Fred’s service here today.∑ 
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REMEMBERING GIFFORD PHILLIPS 

∑ Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Madam 
President, today I wish to remember 
Gifford Phillips, who passed away on 
April 17 at the age of 94. Over the 
course of a long life, Gifford was a 
truly great champion of the arts. He 
was also a friend to all who had the 
good fortune to know him. My wife Jill 
and I count ourselves among that very 
fortunate number. 

Gifford was born on June 30, 1918, in 
Chevy Chase, MD, into a prominent 
family. He began life with great advan-
tages, but also with a great loss. His fa-
ther, James Phillips, died that same 
year from the influenza epidemic when 
Gifford was just 4 months old. 

The Phillips family has long been a 
dedicated benefactor of the arts in our 
country. The Phillips Collection in 
Washington, DC, was begun in 1921 by 
Gifford’s uncle, Duncan Phillips. Dun-
can founded the museum in memory of 
his brother, James, and their father, 
who had died in 1917. Mourning these 
profound losses, Duncan Phillips found 
solace in art. ‘‘Sorrow all but over-
whelmed me,’’ he later recalled. ‘‘Then 
I turned to my love of painting for the 
will to live.’’ 

Gifford no doubt also learned these 
lessons well: that privilege without 
generosity is hollow, that life brings 
the pain of grief but also the joy of art. 
He lived his life in a way that reflected 
that understanding. In doing so, he was 
a credit to a renowned family, and he 
helped enrich the culture of our nation. 

His life as an art philanthropist 
began early, when he donated a paint-
ing by Cezanne to the Phillips Collec-
tion in memory of his father. Gifford 
and Joann, his wife of 60 years, were 
not just avid collectors of art but tire-
less advocates for art. Richard 
Diebenkorn. Mark Rothko. Claire 
Falkenstein—these are just a few of 
the contemporary artists they cham-
pioned. 

Gifford was a successful businessman, 
but it was his passion for the arts and 
his political activism that seemed to 

most animate his life. As a patron of 
the arts and as a political activist, he 
wanted to share his advantages with 
others. And he had a great deal of fun 
along the way. He was a prominent 
supporter of George McGovern’s Presi-
dential campaign in 1972 and, to his de-
light, earned a place on President Nix-
on’s enemies list. 

Like his Uncle Duncan, the words 
‘‘founded by’’ often precede his name. 
Gifford founded Frontier magazine, a 
west coast political monthly, with edi-
tor Phil Kirby in 1949. He published it 
until 1966, when it merged with the Na-
tion magazine. He was the founding 
chairman of the Contemporary Art 
Council at the Los Angeles County Mu-
seum of Art in 1961. 

In 1989, he and Joann began the 
Chamiza Foundation in Santa Fe to 
support Pueblo culture. The Chamiza 
Foundation was recognized by the New 
Mexico Legislature in 2009 for its ef-
forts to sustain the cultural continuity 
of New Mexico’s Pueblo tribes. 

Gifford Phillips will be remembered 
for his generous spirit, for his passion 
for the arts, for his commitment to so-
cial justice. Gifford found joy in art, in 
those lasting creations that inspire us, 
that move us, and that make us more 
fully human. He wanted others to share 
that joy, and it is his great legacy that 
people from all walks of life, for gen-
erations to come, will do so. 

Jill and I were proud to call Gifford 
Phillips a friend. We extend to Joann 
and the Phillips family our sincere 
condolences.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING THE 
FREDERICKSBURG BIG BAND 

∑ Mr. WARNER. Madam President, I 
am pleased to honor the Fredericks-
burg Big Band for their significant con-
tribution to culture and charitable or-
ganizations in central Virginia. 

In March of 1966 the Fredericksburg 
Big Band was formed when a group of 
musicians gathered at the old Amer-
ican Legion Hall in Fredericksburg and 
began a revival of 1930s and 1940s big 
band music. They initially began play-
ing simply because they enjoyed the 
music. Later that year the band was 
asked to play for the King George Fall 
Festival and began making public ap-
pearances. Soon after, they had the 
idea of playing for charities because 
these civic-minded musicians wanted 
to make a difference for people in their 
communities. The mission of the band 
soon became to provide music at char-
ity events throughout the central Vir-
ginia area. The band continues that 
tradition to this day. 

Since the inception of the band in 
March of 1966, it has performed at 
many charity events in the central Vir-
ginia area and helped local organiza-
tions to collectively raise well over $2 
million. Of notable mention are two 
long standing events: The Fredericks-
burg Big Band has performed a Sep-
tember concert sponsored by the Salva-
tion Army Women’s Auxillary since 

1988 and Fredericksburg Parks and 
Recreation has sponsored the Fred-
ericksburg Big Band March concert at 
the University of Mary Washington 
since 1987 as a means for the band to 
give back to the community. 

The Big Band consists of local busi-
ness and music professionals who do-
nate their time to the group’s mission, 
including past directors Philip Heim, 
DuVal Hicks, Richard Phillips, Joseph 
Ulman, and current director Stephen 
Sanford, who has been a member of the 
band since 1975. The current members 
of the band are: Stephen Sanford, di-
rector; Ron Pronk, Karen Blake, Jer-
emy Cooper, Terry Rooker, and John 
Robie on saxophone; Paul Rawlins, Ste-
phen Sanford, Earl Sam, and Jim 
Breakiron on trombone; Marc Weigel, 
Kevin Shipe, James Canty, and Dave 
Greenfield on trumpet; Kathryn 
Hichborn on keyboard; Frankie Black-
burn on guitar; Michael Rinckey on 
string bass; Dave Fosdick and Ray 
Homoroc on drums; and Mary Jo 
Prouty as vocalist. Current substitutes 
include Luke Grey on string bass, Gary 
Carper on trombone and Mike Sanders 
on trumpet. 

Despite the many changes in the 
Fredericksburg Big Band membership 
over the past 47 years, their mission of 
supporting charitable organizations 
and their dedication to keeping the 
sound of the big band alive remains 
strong. I ask the U.S. Senate to join 
me in congratulating the Fredericks-
burg Big Band on their civic-minded, 
philanthropic success and dedication to 
the arts.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO W. RUSSELL RAMSEY 

∑ Mr. WARNER. Madam President, I 
rise today to congratulate my friend 
Russ Ramsey as he completes his suc-
cessful tenure as the chairman of the 
Board of the George Washington Uni-
versity. After 15 years on the board of 
trustees—six as chairman—uss will 
step down this June. Over the last few 
years he has overseen the remarkable 
growth and success of GW and worked 
to focus the institution on opportuni-
ties in Virginia, throughout the region, 
and around the globe. 

He has presided over a renewal in 
GW’s commitment to their Virginia 
Science and Technology Campus. That 
campus now totals more than 100 acres 
and includes 17 research laboratories in 
areas such as high-performance com-
puting, renewable energy, and com-
putational biology. Perhaps most im-
portantly, it is the home to GW’s new 
School of Nursing—the first of GW’s 10 
schools to be located in the Common-
wealth. Chairman Ramsey has overseen 
the creation of a Virginia committee of 
the board of trustees, the development 
and acquisition of new buildings on the 
VSTC, innovative partnerships with in-
stitutions like the Textile Museum, 
and the redevelopment of Barcroft 
Field in collaboration with Arlington 
County. 
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